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THE QUARTERLY NEWSLE TTER OF THE KENDALL COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT  

Grassland birds have something to sing about now that 
the Kendall County Forest Preserve District recently ac-
quired 216 acres near Oswego.  The site, located west of 
Grove Road south of town, has rolling grasslands that are 
prime habitat for many bird species that are rapidly be-
coming uncommon across the Midwest.   
 

Previously slated to become a subdivision, the recent 
slowdown in the housing market made the site available 
to the Forest Preserve District.  Now Bobolinks, Dickcis-
sels (right), and Eastern Meadowlarks will continue to 
perch on old Osage orange fence posts, and Henslowôs 
Sparrows and Sedge Wrens will still sing hidden away in 
thick tufts of grasses.  
 

In recent decades the populations of almost all grassland 
bird species have plummeted due largely to habitat loss.  
Many of these species face the dual hazard of having both 
their summer breeding grounds and their wintering sites 
under serious threats.  Some grassland bird species have 
seen their populations decline over 90% since the 1960s. 
 

The newly acquired preserve also has shrublands, wood-
lands and farm fields.  Future grassland restoration will 
create even more quality habitat.  Plans call for the site to 
be connected to Oswego via the Grove Road Trail, al-
though no timeline is in place.  
 

The Forest Preserve District received a $750,000 grant 
from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and 
$30,000 from The Conservation Foundation to assist 
with the acquisition.  The remainder of the purchase was 
funded with revenue from the 2007 bond referendum ap-
proved by Kendall County voters.  Forest Preserve District 
has acquired 1,423 acres since 2007, more than doubling 
its holdings.  
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